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VOCABULARY 

 

· Look-Say-Cover-Write-Check.\ 

· Game: This is a what? 

· Pictures – What do you already know? 

 Kwl list (know, want to know, learn). 

· Picture dictionary – study 1-2 minutes. Close and write what you remember. 

· Treasure box – review word.  Explain w/out using the word.  

 Teams (1) define (2) write word in a sentence. 

· Students bring in one new word every class. 

· Spinner game. 

· 2 “families” – practice description/contrast/compare. 

· Index cards – model for own family 

· Color – part of speech. 

· Color vowel chart for pronunciation http://www.colorvowelchart.org/ 

· Reepworld.org 

· Quizlet.com 

· Duolingo.com 

· Audios/modeling/recording 

· “Real talk” 

· Picture file 

· Dialects, customs, traditions – compare and contrast 

· Fly swatter game – Write words on board. Students go up in pairs. Someone 

calls out a word. Students whack it. 

· Start w/definition. Ask for synonyms. 

· Concentration – mingle match 

· Bags w/words and synonyms – matching 

· Concentration cards – students make them 

· Sorting/Categorization 

· Chant 

· Acting out (charades)/guessing games (apple tree w/blanks for letters) 

· Word games (Pictionary, Charades, Guesstures, Scrabble, Taboo) 

· Index cards – games, sentences, pictures, categories 

· Don’t do for students that which they can do themselves! 

· Students use their bodies to learn – role play, mime, Total Physical Response 

· Paper folded into 4 – w/questions and vocab. Students mingle and ask. 
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STUDENT RETENTION/ATTENDANCE 

 

· Call or text students when absent. 

· Teach students how to call teacher. 

· Give a preview of the next class at the end of class. 

· Build community – (i) “birthdays” lessons (ii) sign-up for snacks 

· Establish routines and structure.  

· Communication of consequences if absent. 

· Create attendance chart “Gold Stars” 

· Assign homework on the phone. 

· Food 

· Designated “Fun day” 

· “Show and tell” assignments 

· Idioms….on the board for first 10 minutes only….then erase it (promptness) 

· Vary class location 

· Sponges that connect prior knowledge 

· Incorporate students’ requested topics into term curriculum 

· Student determined grading 

· Buddy system 

· Little gifts and “giveaways” e.g. insurance/pharmacy calendars and certificates 

· Raffle tickets 

· Dialogue journals 

· Games “matching sets” extra education before class 

· 15 min. chats with individual students 

· Be approachable and available. 

· Provide resources in the community. 

· Hugs and smiles! 
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MUSIC/JAZZ CHANTS/RAPS 

 

· Use to practice the rhythm of English (e.g. Banker’s Wife’s Blues by Carolyn 

Graham) 

· Sing it 

· Free website: Learn to Speak English with Song  

 http://www.learn-to-speak-english-esl.com/learn-english-free-lessons.html 

· Song Ideas: Beatles This Land is your Land, Home on the Range, Hello Goodbye 

          Bob Marley Three Little Birds, Leaving on a Jet Plane 

· Karaoke (on YouTube) 

· Songs: Read first, then sing 

· Cloze – use Oxford Pictionary Dictionary (identify pics in songs) 

(Grammar – prepositions: Under the Boardwalk) 

· Write your own song to teach basics e.g. months. Pronunciation, repetition, 

useful phrases e.g. Ask “Please speak English to me” 

· Books by Carolyn Graham e.g. Jazz Chants and Grammar chants 

· Side-by-Side chants 

· Patsy Cline Little Things – listen and (i) write down the things (ii) write down 

their own things 

· Otis Redding Sittin’ on the Dock of the Bay 

· Practice w/chant comes out smoother after removing chant 

· Hello song: Hello ___________, so glad to see you etc. round the circle to welcome 

each student by name. At the end: Hello, everybody……. 

 

 



























You Can Get It If You Really Want Lyrics       by Jimmy Cliff 

 

You can get it if you really want  

You can get it if you really want  

You can get it if you really want  

But you must try, try and try  

Try and try, you will succeed ___ _____ 

 

Persecution you must ________ 

Win or lose you've got to get your share 

Got your mind set on a ________ 

You can get it, though hard it may seem, yeah 

 

You can get it if you really want  

You can get it if you really want  

You can get it if you really want  

But you must try, try and try  

Try and try, you'll succeed at last  

 

 

Rome was not built in a _____ 

Opposition will come your _____ 

But the harder the battle you ______  

The sweeter the victory,  

 

You can get it if you really want  

You can get it if you really want  

You can get it if you really want  

But you must try, try and try  

Try and try, you will succeed ___ _______ 

Repeat 

 



_____Rome        ___ victory        ___opposition      ____battle      ____ get your share 

____Dream        ____people working together         ____ you must bear        

___win and lose a football game 

 

1.                             2  

 

1.    4.         

5.                   6.             7.  

8                         9.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


