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“Preparing ESL students for College Writing”

I. Why is basic rhetoric useful to ESL students?

a. Demands of college and workplace writing

b. Building functional texts with basic rhetorical modes

II. Some principles for incorporating rhetoric into ESL classes

a. Should be Communicative (games, information gaps, pair work, activities)

b. Should Use “Scaffolding”

c. Should  incorporate process

d. Should teach both language (grammar and vocabulary) and genre

e. Should lead to mastery of socially useful/ empowering forms of writing

III. Teaching rhetorical modes with writing assignments that draw on the four skills

a. Narration 

1. “In a hole” (p.3)

2. “The best years of my life” (p.4)

3. “The Story of Someone” (p.5)

b. Description

1. “Who am I?” Communicative activity/ listening and speaking (p. 6-7)

2. “Descriptive Animal” Communicative activity/ reading and writing (p.8)

3. “A Martian sends a postcard home” Communicative activity/ four skills (p.9-10)

4. “Yes or No game” Communicative activity/ writing (students produce a descriptive paragraph) (p.11)

c. Comparison/ contrast

1. “American Gothic” (p.12)

2. “Love and Marriage” (p.13-14)

d. Persuasion

1. “Persuasion in your life” (p.16-17)

IV. Analyzing Text Features

1. In professional texts

2. In student texts (p.18-19)

3. As a class activity (p.11)

Hyland, Ken. Genre and Second Language Writing. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2004.

Lin, Benedict. “Genre-based Teaching and Vygotskian Principles in EFL:
The Case of a University Writing Course” Asian EFL Journal: http://www.nucba.ac.jp/cic/pdf/njlcc081/05LIN.pdf
ESOL 0550 (narrative writing)

A Person in a Hole


[image: image1]
Directions: Answer the following questions, and write a narrative paragraph based on your answers.

1) Is this a man or a woman?

2) How old is he or she?

3) What is his or her name?

4) How did this person get in this situation?

5) Did someone put the person in this hole? If so, why?

6) How will this person get out?

ESOL

“The best years of my life”

1) List five important dates from your life, and write sentences.

(Example: In 1998, I got married.)

a) _________________________________________________________

b) _________________________________________________________

c) _________________________________________________________

d) _________________________________________________________

e) _________________________________________________________

2) Tell a partner bout your life. Listen to them too.

Example:  



3)  Write down what your partner says.

(Example:  In 1997, she had a baby.)

a) _______________________________________________________

b) _______________________________________________________

ESL 096

Unit Four- The story of “someone”

Directions: Create a story about an imaginary person by following these steps.

1) Search this website for a picture, or pictures. Spend some time looking, and find someone (or several people) who is/ are really interesting to you!

http://www.harrycutting.com/imagecat2.asp
· If it is helpful to you, cut and paste your pictures here.

2) Now, circle five words from the unit four vocabulary list.

	Awful
	Beat
	Brave
	Certainly
	Comprehend

	Couch
	Cry
	Disgusting
	Enter
	Faint

	Grab
	Knock
	Manage to
	Panic
	Pierce

	Realize
	Scream
	Smelly
	Soothe
	Substance

	Stinky
	Substance
	Support
	Surely
	Tap

	Terrible
	Thick
	Understand
	Useless
	Weep


3) Work with a group to write a story that uses all the words you have chosen. The main character(s) in your story should be the person/ people in the picture(s) you chose. 

ESOL 0596

Who Am I?

Directions:

1) Choose one person from the list.

2) Write a short description of this person based on your own knowledge or the information provided on the handout.

3) Now sit with a partner. Pretend you are this famous person. Describe yourself to the partner.

4) The partner should guess who you are without you telling the name of the person.

5) Talk to several people. Make a list of the people you talk to. Include the name of the person and the name of the famous person they are pretending to be.

	Name of classmate
	Who were they pretending to be?


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


1) Mao Zedong
His ruthless vision united a fractured people and inspired revolutions far beyond China's borders

2) Martin Luther King
He led a mass struggle for racial equality that doomed segregation and changed America forever

3) Pope John Paul II
The most tireless moral voice of a secular age, he reminded humankind of the worth of individuals in the modern world

4) Nelson Mandela
As the world's most famous prisoner and, now, his country's leader, he exemplifies a moral integrity that shines far beyond South Africa

5) Pablo Picasso
Famous as no artist ever had been, he was a pioneer, a master and a protean monster, with a hand in every art movement of the century

6) Louis Armstrong
With dazzling virtuosity on the trumpet and an innovative singing style, Satchmo was the fountainhead of a thoroughly original American sound

7) Bart Simpson
Talk about arrested development — this kid has been 10 for 11 years! And we hope he stays there. Deplorable, adorable, Bart is a brat for the ages

8) Steven Spielberg
No director or producer has ever put together a more popular body of work. That's why the movies we're now seeing are made in his image

9) Albert Einstein
With just a pen and paper, he peeked farther behind Nature's curtain than anyone had since Newton — then spent the rest of his years living it down. Now, when we think of genius, we see his face

10) Sigmund Freud
He opened a window on the unconscious — where, he said, lust, rage and repression battle for supremacy — and changed the way we view ourselves

11) Bruce Lee
With nothing but his hands, feet and a lot of attitude, he turned the little guy into a tough guy

12) Che Guevara
Though communism may have lost its fire, he remains the potent symbol of rebellion and the alluring zeal of revolution

13) Pelé
He dominated soccer for two decades with a passion matched only by that of his fans throughout the world

14) Bill Gates
He controls something the world's PCs can't live without. But he's neither as good nor bad as the hype

15) Walt Disney
The first multimedia empire was built on animation. Its happy toons masked the founder's darker soul

16) Marilyn Monroe
She sauntered through life as the most delectable sex symbol of the century and became its most enduring pop confection

17) Charles Lindbergh
He was the century's first hero and unwittingly pioneered the age of mass-media celebrity

18) Diana, Princess of Wales
Why could we not avert our eyes from her? Was it because she beckoned? Or was there something else we longed for?

19) Anne Frank
With a diary kept in a secret attic, she braved the Nazis and lent a searing voice to the fight for human dignity

Language teaching games (p.169)

http://www.time.com/time/time100/

ESOL 0596

Descriptive Writing Activity #1

Directions: Consider and answer the following questions in order to create a sample description.

1) Imagine you had the power to make a new type of animal. What kind of animal would you create?

a) Sight- How many arms and legs would your animal have?

b) Sound- What kind of noise does your animal make?

c) Touch- What covering (feathers, scales, fur) does your animal have?

d) Taste- What does your animal eat?

e) Smell- What does your animal’s environment smell like?

2) Exchange papers with a partner and attempt to create a picture based on their description. Don’t talk to them; try to work it out from their writing!

3) Show your partner the drawing you’ve completed, and discuss why it was either similar or different than what they envisioned.

ESOL 0596

Directions: In the following poem, many things are described. However, it isn’t easy to tell what the author is describing.  

Read the poem on the back of the page and try to guess what things are being described.

Imagine you are an Alien visiting earth. Make a list of the things that would seem strange. For example: cell phones, cars, computers, electric razors, body hair, teeth, food, alcoholic beverages, etc.

Now, choose one of the things you listed in part II. Write a description of it without calling it by name.

A Martian Sends a Postcard Home (Craig Raine, 1979)

Caxtons are mechanical birds with many wings 
and some are treasured for their markings-- 

they cause the eyes to melt 
or the body to shriek without pain. 

I have never seen one fly, but 
sometimes they perch on the hand. 

Mist is when the sky is tired of flight 
and rests its soft machine on the ground: 

then the world is dim and bookish 
like engravings under tissue paper. 

Rain is when the earth is television. 
It has the properties of making colors darker. 

Model T is a room with the lock inside -- 
a key is turned to free the world 

for movement, so quick there is a film 
to watch for anything missed. 

But time is tied to the wrist 
or kept in a box, ticking with impatience. 

In homes, a haunted apparatus sleeps, 
that snores when you pick it up. 

If the ghost cries, they carry it 
to their lips and soothe it to sleep 

with sounds. And yet, they wake it up 
deliberately, by tickling with a finger. 

Only the young are allowed to suffer 
openly. Adults go to a punishment room 

with water but nothing to eat. 
They lock the door and suffer the noises 

alone. No one is exempt 
and everyone's pain has a different smell. 

At night, when all the colors die, 
they hide in pairs 

and read about themselves -- 
in color, with their eyelids shut. 

ESOL 0596

Description “Yes or no” Game

I. Read the following description. Guess what place is being described. If you are not sure, ask your teacher yes or no questions until you figure it out. 


II. Imagine a place you like to go. Your partner will ask you yes or no questions until he or she can guess the place.

III. Now, write a description of a favorite place.

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

IV. Read your description to a partner. Can they guess what you described?

ESOL 0596

“American Gothic”

Directions: Look closely at the two pictures your instructor has provided. Write compound sentences, comparing and contrasting the two very different pictures.

Example:  In the first picture a man and a woman are standing in front of a farm house, and in the second picture the modern man and woman are standing in front of a farm house.

1) In the first picture _______________________________________________, but in the second picture________________________________________________________.

2) In the first picture ___________________________________, and in the second picture ________________________________________________________.

Write several more sentences. Remember to try to use the FANBOYS.

3) __________________________________________________________

4) __________________________________________________________

5) __________________________________________________________

ESOL 0596

“Love and marriage”

Film Clip #1

I. Watch the first film clip carefully, and then work on the questions with a partner.

a) What is your overall impression of this scene? Is this a happy, sad, funny, disgusting, or touching scene? Explain why you feel that way.

b) List as many sensory details as you can imagine. For example, what do you see and hear, and what can you imagine the characters can smell, taste, and touch?

c) Write a sentence or two about the most interesting detail you noticed. This can be a noun (person, place or thing) or a verb (an action in the scene).

Film Clip #2

II. Now, watch the second film clip and answer the following questions with your partner.

d) What is your overall impression of this scene? Is this a happy, sad, funny, disgusting, or touching scene? Explain why you feel that way.

e) List as many sensory details as you can imagine. For example, what do you see and hear, and what can you imagine the characters can smell, taste, and touch?

f) Write a sentence or two about the most interesting detail you noticed. This can be a noun (person, place or thing) or a verb (an action in the scene).

III. Next, complete the table to help you compare and contrast the two films and the two couples.

	
	Film Clip #1
	Film Clip #2

	Describe the man? 
	
	

	Describe the woman?
	
	

	What happened in this scene?
	
	

	What kind of relationship does this couple have?
	
	

	What do you think will happen to this couple in the future?
	
	


IV. Finally, write a paragraph to compare and contrast the two couples. Remember to write five to twelve sentences, include a topic sentence, and use transitions.

ESOL 0596

Narration, Description, Persuasion, and Comparison Contrast

1) A narrative is a story that explains what happened, when it happened, and who was involved. It may be in the form of a news report, a bedtime story, or a letter. However, no matter what a narrative is about it must make clear what you want the reader to learn from the story.

· Use chronological (time) order.

· Use transitional expressions that indicate time (after, finally, as soon as, later, before, meanwhile, upon, during, next, now, when, while, first).

· Use the reporter’s six questions to construct your story.

2) A description paints a picture in words to help a reader understand something the writer has seen, or heard, or done.

· Use the five senses to make the description vivid.

· Use transitional expressions that indicate place (next to, near, on top, beneath, close, far, toward, away, up, down, left, right, above, below, front, back, middle).

· Decide on a dominant mood or impression you are trying to convey.

· Show, don’t tell, what you want your readers to know.

3) The purpose of persuasion is to try to convince the reader to act or feel a certain way.

· Use methods of persuasion such as: facts, referring to an authority, examples, predicting the consequences, and answering the opposition).

· Use transitional expressions that 1) Give reasons (first, second, third, another, next, because, for, since), 2) answer the opposition (of course, some may say, nevertheless, on the other hand, although), and draw conclusions (therefore, thus, hence, consequently).

· Pay special attention to your audience.

4) The purpose of comparison contrast is to explain the differences and similarities between two things.

·  Use similarities and (or) differences.

· Organize the paragraph around what is the same, what is different, or what is both the same and different.

· Use transitional expressions that 1) Show differences (however, in contrast, unlike, on the other hand, but, yet), 2) Show similarities (similarly, too, likewise, also, in the same way).

“Persuasion in your life”

To persuade is to convince someone of a particular opinion or point of view. Any time you argue with a friend, you are each trying to persuade, to convince, the other that your opinion   is the right one. Commercials on television are another form of persuasion as advertisers attempt to convince viewers that the product they sell- whether a deodorant, soft drink, or automobile- is the best one to purchase.

You will often have to persuade in writing. For instance, if you want a raise, you will have to write a persuasive letter to convince your employer that you deserve one. You will have to back up your request with proof, listing important projects you have completed, noting new responsibilities you have taken upon yourself, or showing how you have increased sales.

Once you learn how to persuade logically and rationally, you will be less likely to accept the false, misleading, and emotional arguments that you hear and read every day. Persuasion is vital in nearly all college courses and in most careers.

Directions: Below are five examples of situations that require persuasion. Consider each situation and then answer the four questions that follow it.

1) You want to persuade a large corporation to refund the money you paid for a defective product.

Audience _______________________________________________________

Purpose ​________________________________________________________

Appropriate method of persuasion (with example) _____________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Appropriate format _______________________________________________

2) You want to persuade your boss to give you a raise.

Audience _______________________________________________________

Purpose ​________________________________________________________

Appropriate method of persuasion (with example) _____________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Appropriate format _______________________________________________

3) You want to persuade a friend’s significant other to allow the friend to go on a trip with you.

Audience _______________________________________________________

Purpose ​________________________________________________________

Appropriate method of persuasion (with example) _____________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Appropriate format_______________________________________________________________

4) You want to persuade your teacher to postpone a math test that is scheduled for the Monday after a long holiday weekend.

Audience _______________________________________________________

Purpose ​________________________________________________________

Appropriate method of persuasion (with example) _____________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Appropriate format _______________________________________________

5) You want to persuade your significant other (roommate, parents, etc.) to pay to have a security system installed in your home.

Audience _______________________________________________________

Purpose ​________________________________________________________

Appropriate method of persuasion (with example) _____________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Appropriate format _______________________________________________

English 0950

Paragraph writing- Rhetorical Patterns

Directions:  Choose one topic sentence from the list below, and compose a paragraph of the appropriate type. (See Models for Writers page 15.)

1) It was several years ago, but I still remember that day clearly. (narration)

2) Looking at her work space, one gets the feeling that she is a disorganized person. (description)

3) There are several different kinds of (rap, rock, etc...) music. (division and classification)

4) Compared to the original movie, the sequel falls short. (Comparison and contrast)

5) For John, the decision to spend beyond his budget is a process that takes place in his subconscious. ( process analysis) 

6) Many factors have caused the United States to become the world’s largest consumer of energy. (cause-effect)

7) He now understood what happiness meant.  (definition)

8) Being cool really means having no emotional responses to anything. (illustration)

9) _____________________ is my favorite movie, and it is the best for the following reasons. (argument)

English 0950/ Paragraph Clinic

Paragraph One:

Looking at her work space, one gets the feeling that she is a disorganized person. When you first walk into her office the first thing you see are the huge stacks of paper on her floor.  The desk is covered with old newspapers and articles, as well as new articles she was just starting.  The file cabinets had long ago lost any memory of being organized.  The smell of the office was like an old barn with musty, moldy hay.  This office has no organization and I doubt that any sane person would look in her house.

1) What type of rhetorical pattern has this writer used? (see page 14 Models for writers)

2) Underline the topic sentence of this paragraph.

3) Number the supporting details of this paragraph.

4) Write down any transitional words the writer has used in this paragraph.

Paragraph Two:

Tombstone is my favorite movie, and it is the best for the following reasons.  The casting of the actors was almost perfect. The characters really came to life on screen allowing the actors to blend in to their rolls.  The storyline was pretty close to how actual events unfolded during Wyatt Earp’s time in Tombstone. The director didn’t take too many Hollywood liberties to make it exciting and ruin the basis for the movie.

5) What type of rhetorical pattern has this writer used? (see page 14 Models for writers)

6) Underline the topic sentence of this paragraph.

7) Number the supporting details of this paragraph.

8) Write down any transitional words the writer has used in this paragraph.

Paragraph Three:

Not long ago, but still clear in my mind, I remember driving for two hours past Rio Rancho to pick up my beautiful American Bulldog named Rocky.  Once I arrived there, I could not take my eyes off of him.  Seeing his brothers and sisters made me want him even more. He was biting, tugging, and barking at me, but as soon as I picked him up he was happy.  He was meant to be my dog, and to this day he is the most loyal and appreciative dog I have ever owned.

9) What type of rhetorical pattern has this writer used? (see page 14 Models for writers)

10) Underline the topic sentence of this paragraph.

11) Number the supporting details of this paragraph.

12) Write down any transitional words the writer has used in this paragraph.

Paragraph Four:

Being cool really means having no emotional responses to anything.  Meaning this person who thinks they are cool has no cares at all. Nothing hurts his or her feelings.  If he or she got in an argument with a close friend they would act as if it didn’t matter whatsoever even if they lost this friend.  Another example of “cool” would be if this person didn’t pass school or got bad grades they would most likely laugh it off or be like, “I guess school just isn’t my thing. Being “cool” doesn’t seem really all that cool to me, to be honest it seems pretty darn lame!  I’m the real definition of cool!

13)  What type of rhetorical pattern has this writer used? (see page 14 Models for writers)

14) Underline the topic sentence of this paragraph.

15) Number the supporting details of this paragraph.

16) Write down any transitional words the writer has used in this paragraph.
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It is one of my favorite places to sit and relax. Today, I’m drinking coffee from a thermos as I watch everything. In front of me, there are big trees that block the sun.  On my right, a man and his dog are playing ball.  On my left, a little girl is crawling away from her sleeping mother. The smell of grass and flowers fills the air, and I can hear church bells ringing in the distance. I’ve been sitting too long, so the bench feels uncomfortable. I guess that means it’s time to go home.





A I remember 1997. I moved to the U.S. Do you remember that year?


B Yes I remember. I had a baby. / No, I don’t remember.
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