Sample “lesson plan” (presenter’s style!)
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What do the metaphors mean?

(a) “A variety show is essentially pleasing and involves mixed, stimulating components; if you chose it you see variety and enjoyment as key factors in a lesson. You probably see the learners as an audience to be motivated and stimulated rather than made to work.

(b) Climbing a mountain is essentially a challenge. The corresponding lesson involves, therefore, an investment of effort on the part of learners and teacher, may not be particularly pleasurable while in process, but provides rewards in the form of successful achievement of the aim. However, there is the corresponding danger of failure and disappointment if this aim is not attained.

(c) Doing the shopping is the successful performance of a series of necessary business transactions, where the shopper has usually pre-planned a list of systematic and goal-oriented progression through a prepared set of items, with the emphasis on efficiency and completion of tasks.

(d) If you see a lesson as a symphony, then what interests you perhaps is the aspect of aesthetic variation and order: the combination of different themes, tempo, volume, tone and so on that go to make a full and balanced program and make it likely that learners will enjoy the lesson. There is also the aspect of harmonious cooperation, of working together to create a shared, satisfying result.” (Ur pp. 223-224)

Excerpt from: Ur, Penny. A Course in Language Teaching. Cambridge University Press, 2006. (ISBN# 0-521-4494-4) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Some opinions of the experts on Lesson Planning:

Thomas S.C. Farrell (In Richards 2005)

· A plan can help the teacher think about content, materials, sequencing, timing, and activities

· A plan provides security (in the form of a map) in the sometimes unpredictable atmosphere of a classroom

· A plan is a log of what has been taught.

· A plan can help a substitute to smoothly take over a class when the teacher cannot teach. (Purgason, 1991)

Jeremy Harmer

· There is ‘no correct’ format for a lesson plan’. The most important thing about it is that it should be useful for the teacher and for anyone who is observing him/her.

Richards (Richards 2005) suggests that lesson plans help the teacher think about the lesson in advance to “resolve problems and difficulties, to provide a structure for a lesson, to provide a ‘map’ for the teacher to follow, and to provide a record of what has been taught”
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