“Lesson-Planning: What does it take to organize a good lesson?”
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Abstract:
Very few teachers can say that they make daily lesson plans exactly as they were taught at university. Some make a list, some fill in a chart, some use symbols, and some use colored markers to mean different things… some (very few) write down nothing at all. What do you do? Does it work for you? How could lesson-planning be easier for you? Come to this workshop to share ideas and hear what some of the experts have to say.
Presenter: 
Jennifer M. Herrin, M.A., Central New Mexico Community College/
English Language Specialist,U.S. Department of State    
Email: 


esljen@gmail.com
LinkedIn Homepage: www.linkedin.com/in/jenniferherrin
Date: 


Friday, April 24, 2009
Time: 


10:0am-12:00pm
Place: 


2009 NMAEA Teachers’ Institute; Nativo Lodge – Chamisa Mtg Rm, Albuquerque, New Mexico
1. Which metaphor most closely resembles a lesson for you? “Nice to meet you”; “I’m sorry, I have to go”; “Nice talking to you”
· a variety show?

· climbing a mountain?

· doing the shopping?

· a symphony?

2. Complete inventory of Agree/Disagree questions

3. Group activity: “What do you have?”; “How about you?”; “I feel the same way”; “I hate to disagree with you but…” 

4. What do the experts suggest? 

· Formulate objectives/agenda

· Select materials of interest

· Select a variety of activities

· Provide interaction opportunities (individual, pair, group, all-class, teacher presentation)

· Plan feedback opportunities 

· Don’t be afraid of deviation from plan if

· The lesson is going badly

· Something unexpected happens

· Think about classroom management

· Remember to reflect: what was successful? What would I do differently next time?

5. Look at lesson plan templates 1, 2, and 3. With a group write down some advantages and disadvantages. 

6. Debrief advantages and disadvantages.

7. Presenter shares “her lesson plan”

8. Participants share their ideas
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Think about the following statements and check true or false 
(this is your personal opinion)

	
	Agree
	Disagree

	1. I write lesson plans no more than a day before I teach the lesson.
	
	

	2. I write down some notes or symbols to indicate if an activity is pair, individual, group work, or 
all-class work.
	
	

	3. I usually follow the lesson plans in the teachers’ book.
	

	

	4. My notes for a lesson are never more than one page.
	
	

	5. I know the objectives of the lesson, so I don’t write them.
	
	

	6. My notes are a list of activities to guide me during the lesson.
	
	

	7. I often write more activities than I need (just in case).
	

	

	8. Sometimes I deviate from my lesson plan (omit something or change something) while I’m teaching.
	
	

	9. I don’t have to plan for interaction in the activities because it happens naturally.
	
	

	10. I think about classroom management when I plan.
	

	

	11. I feel that a lesson plan restricts my creativity as a teacher.
	
	

	12. I look at my lesson plan again after the lesson and think about what was successful and why.
	
	

	13. I try to include a variety of activities.
	

	

	14. I think about how long each activity should take.
	

	

	15. Sometimes thinking about the lesson plan is more important than writing it down.
	
	


Advantages and Disadvantages: 

Write some advantages and disadvantages for the Lesson Plan Templates shown in the following pages
	Lesson Plan
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Template 1


	
	

	Template 2


	
	

	Template 3
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Time: 12:00 P.M. to 12:35 PM.
Language Focus: Reading
Objectives:

“To teach the students how to skim for main idea of the passage — identify key words.
Prior Knowledge:
Students have learned how to locate information by reading and finding the main sentence of each paragraph.
Materials:

1. Reading materials — article from book on Sport

2. Overhead projector/OHTSs

3.

Subject: English language
Topic: Sport

Class: Secondary 2 English
(mixed-ability level)

Whiteboard
Step | Time Tasks (Teacher) Tasks (Pupils) Interaction Purpose
1 5-10 Opening:
mins Introduction to the topic Listen Arouse interest.
sport. T activates Activate schema
schema for sport. Ss=students) for sport.
Tasks Ss o help him or her s call out the answer

write down as many different to the question as

Kinds of sport on the the T writes the

whiteboard within answers on the

3 minutes. board.

Tasks Ss to rank their T writes the
favorite sports in order answers.
of importance.
Step | Time Tasks (Teacher) Tasks (Pupils) Interaction Purpose
2 57 T distributes handout Ss read the T<>Ss Focus attention
mins on sports schedule handout and of Ss on the
from the newspaper. answer the concept of
questions. skimming for
T asks Ss to read it quickly s call out their Ss4—>T general gis
and answer the true/false: answers to the T. with authentic
questions that follow it materials.
within 3 minutes.
T goes over the answers and Ss check their

shows Ss how he or she answers.
found the answers based
on key words in the
article.

3 T tells Ss that they just Ss read the T4 S5 Getting Ss to
practiced skimming (o get handout and read passage
the general meaning or answer the quickly o get
gistof a passage. questions. the overall

T gives another handout on meaning.
sports from the textbook
(New Clue). T asks Ss
to read and answer the Ss call out Ss4>T
true/false questions written their answers. S<+>S
on the paper within 5 t0 7 totheT. possible also)
minutes. T asks Ss for
answers and writes them Ss check their T4>Ss
on the board. T explains answers.
how key words can give
the answers.
4 5 T summarizes the T4»Ss “To remind Ss.
mins importance of reading a what they have
passage quickly first in just done and
order (o get the gist. why~to develop
T gives homework of pupil
reading the next day’s metacognitive
newspaper’s front-page awareness.
story and writing down
the gist of the story
in 4 sentences.
Follow-up:
Next lesson: To teach the
students to find the main
idea of the passage -
by scanning.

Key: Interaction: T <—¥ Ss means teacher interacts with the whole class.



Lesson Plan Template 1                                                            (Richards 2005 p. 36)

Lesson Plan Template 2 
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Main aims of classwork:
Main aims of homework:





(in Celce-Murcia 2001 p. 409)

Lesson Plan Template 3 
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Lesson Plan Template for a 50-minute Class

Background Information:
course/level
description of students (if necessary)

aims/objectives

skills focus/grammar/vocabulary
texts/materials
previous class work

work to be collected or returned

Procedures:

warm-up

review

introduction
presentation activities
communicative activities
questionsfhomework

extra activities (if necessary)

Comments/Evaluation:

To do before class:

Bring to class:

Notes:

transitions
seating plans

potential trouble spots

contingencies




(in Woodward 2001, p. 199)
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