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Six (6) Tasks for Task-based Learning (TBL) 
Abstract:
Through interactive demonstration, the participants will gain a familiarity with the building blocks used for creating task-based activities for learning English. Six (6) common tasks for TBL will be covered: Listing, Ordering/Classifying, Problem-solving, Sharing Personal Experience, Comparing, and Creative Tasks. Time permitting, participants will have the opportunity to share ways in which they can integrate tasks into lessons with students of varying ages and proficiency levels. 
Presenter: 
Jennifer M. Herrin, M.A., Central New Mexico Community College/


English Language Specialist, U.S. Department of State    

Email: 


esljen@gmail.com
LinkedIn Homepage: www.linkedin.com/in/jenniferherrin
Date: 


Friday, April 24, 2009

Time: 


1:00pm-3:00pm

Place: 


2009 NMAEA Teachers’ Institute; Nativo Lodge – Sabino Mtg. Rm., Albuquerque, New Mexico
Introduction:

· “Board race” demonstration

· What is a task? 
According to Willis, a “task” is a goal-oriented communicative activity with a specific outcome, where the emphasis is on exchanging meanings not producing specific language forms.  

I. Present six (6) tasks 

II. Groups discuss possible task chains

III. Present lesson ideas to group

I. Six Tasks

1. In pairs, participants list all the people in a family (listing)
· This is also known as “brainstorming”

· It gives Ss thinking time

· It allows the T to see what some Ss already know and don’t know

2. Make a chart or graphic organizer for the information; ask Ss to help you put the vocabulary in the right columns (ordering/classifying)
· This allows Ss to process the information

· They can help each other

· They can make a study guide to use later

· Ordering from most important to least important is another way you can organize a list

3. Listen to a story about a family. Try to imagine the people and how they are related to each other. Listen again to fill in the family tree. Work in a group to check the family tree. (problem solving)
· This can easily be made more difficult by increasing the difficulty of the problem or creating the possibility for multiple solutions

· Ss speak English to complete the task

· Ss use critical and analytical thinking

· If solutions differ, a representative of each group can report to the class


4. Ss draw their own family tree and share it in small groups (sharing personal experience)

5. In groups, Ss compare their own families with the T’s example; or they can compare with each other and write sentences comparing the two families. (comparing)
6. In groups or pairs, have Ss look at a series of pictures. Ask them to write a story telling the names, ages, marital status, professions, and relationships of the people. (creative task)
Six (6) tasks of TBL: 

	1. Listing

2. Ordering

3. Problem solving
4. Sharing Personal Experience

5. Comparing

6. Creative Tasks


II.  Plan a Task Chain
In groups of common interest, plan a task chain for a member of your group; you may choose something he/she is working on right now. Include at least three (3) tasks in the lesson. 


III. Participants share ideas 

**************************************************************

[image: image10.jpg]TASK 2. ORDERING AND
CLASSIFYIN G

FEMEN/NE- B‘g_'ru MASCULINE




References: 

Hedge, T. 2000. Teaching and Learning in the Language Classroom. Oxford University Press: Oxford. (ISBN# 0-19-442172-4)

Willis, D. & J. Willis. 2007. Doing Task-based Teaching. Oxford Univeristy Press:Oxford. (ISBN# 978-0-19-442210-9)

Willis, J. 1996. A Framework for Task-based Learning. Essex: Longman. (ISBN# 0582 25973 8)

	Other elements of good teaching to be considered when planning lessons

	· Input

· Interest

· Instruction

· Brainstorming

· Real-life materials

· Pair-work / Group-work
· Give Ss gambits to keep group work in English
· 4 Skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing)

· Reporting 

· Error correction?
· Coping strategies

· Negotiation of meaning

· Culture

· Review
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Starting points

Follow-up tasks

Completed list or draft mind map (see Focus 5).
Brainstorming, fact-finding

Words, things, qualities, people, places, actions, job-related skills:

international English words, e.g. in sport, in pop songs

things found in particular places, e.g. in the kitchen, on the beach

everyday things, e.g. that you carry with you or that you often forget or lose
qualities looked for in a product, e.g. a good pen, a stereo system

qualities needed for particular jobs, e.g. teaching, being prime minister

personal characteristics, e.g. of a TV celebrity, an astronaut

features of a place, e.g. a holiday resort, a language school, a sports complex
things you do to, e.g. prevent crime, plan a party, move house

ways of doing things, e.g. remembering new words, cooking rice, saving money
common questions, e.g. that guests ask hotel reception staff, that tourists ask tourist
guides

Memory challenge games (lists and sources can be hidden and students asked to
recall as many items as possible in a specified time).

Ordering and sorting tasks (type 2) and comparing tasks (type 3) can be based on
lists that students have made.
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