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SPONGE ACTIVITIES are short activities intended for the beginning of class while students are still arriving, the end of class after the lesson plan is completed but the class period hasn’t ended, or whenever there are a few extra minutes of instruction time to “absorb”. Here are some suggestions for sponge activities that can be adapted for all ages and proficiency levels and can be done as individual, pair, or group work.

1.  Finding Hidden Words  (to practice spelling and vocabulary)
Instruction:
“How many words can you create from the letters of _________?”

Example:   refrigerator
Hidden words:  to, toe, tore, eat, ate, rear, rate, get, gate, gear, frog... 
To continue the activity:

- write all of the students’ words on the board/OHP transparency
- write all the words in alphabetical order

- write a meaningful sentence using as many of the words as possible

Other cue words to try:   stationery, grandmothers, nationalities
2.  Listing  (to practice spelling and vocabulary)
Instruction:
“Make a list of as many different _________ as you can.”

Sample lists:  clothing, food (fruits, vegetables, drinks), colors, sports and games, parts of the body, animals, countries and nationalities, pairs of antonyms, family members
To continue the activity:


- make a class list on the board/OHP transparency


- write all the words in alphabetical order


- practice pronunciation of the plural nouns

- practice “What’s your favorite _________?”

3.  Parts of Speech   (to practice spelling and vocabulary)
Instruction:
“Fill in the blanks using the initial word cue.”

      noun


adjective
adverb

verb

antonym
a.   ________

intelligent
________

none

________

b.   ________

happy

________

none

________

c.   ________

________
________

satisfy

________

d.   ________

________
________

introduce
________

e.  tragedy


________
________

none

________

To continue the activity:

- review prefixes (un-, in-, im-) and suffixes (-ness, -tion, -ly)

- add a synonym column

4.  Adverbs of Frequency
Present a group of 4 or 5 adverbs of frequency, and ask students to put them in order along the “always-never” continuum and assign a percentage:

100% of the time



50%





       0%

always, usually, often, frequently, generally, sometimes, occasionally, seldom, now and then, rarely, never
Then ask students to write sentences that contain two of the adverbs.  For example:

-  I always _______, but I never _______. 

-  A doctor should always ________, but never ________.
-  My sister usually _______, but my brother usually _______. 

-  On Saturdays we always _______, and on Sundays we _______.

5.  Numbers Dictation
Ask students to write from  A. to J. in their notebooks, then read 10 numbers appropriate to their level of proficiency (for example, 0—100, 100—999, 1000—9999). To check for comprehension, call on students orally or have them write the numbers on the board. To continue the activity, practice pronunciation and intonation, for example: /th/ in 3, 13, 30, 1000; teens vs. multiples of 10.
For variety, write numbers on small pieces of paper and put them in an envelope. Have each student draw a number from the envelope and say it out loud; all students write the numbers they hear.
6.  Numbers Practice
Students can practice the number system in English by doing some arithmetic. 
a.  Bring a bunch of rulers and have students answer:

-  How tall is each person in the group? In centimeters?  In inches?

(The conversion factor is 2.54 centimeters = 1 inch, and 12 inches = 1 foot)
-  How tall is the entire group?

b.  Practice simple calculations:
-  How old are you in days?
-  What is the combined age of the group? entire class? In years and months?

-  How many minutes are there in a day? how many seconds?

-  How many Saturdays are there in a century?

7.  Creative Thinking
a.  Invent a new word in English  (to practice English morphology)
Have students work in small groups and invent a new noun, verb, or adjective. Tell them to write a definition and two example sentences using their new word.
b.  Instruction:  “How many different uses can you think of for a brick? Only one can be to construct a building.”  (another fun word is handkerchief)
c.  Riddles
- How many squares are there in this drawing?
- What’s the longest word in the English language? 

- What occurs twice in a moment, once in a minute, but never in a century?
- What has two heads, four eyes, six legs, and one tail? 
